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There is nothing like a hot mic at a gathering of the world's great poobahs to give you a glimpse of unscripted reality.

We are referring, of course, to yesterday's NATO contretemps involving three of the wanna be Mighty Ones---Boris Johnson, Emmanuel Macron and Justin Trudeau---who were overheard making exceedingly light of the Donald's long-winded and often unhinged press conferences during the event.

The Canadian prime minister left no doubt that their bemused sideline chatter was at the Donald's expense when in front of a prying camera he gestured wildly to imitate the surprised reaction of Trump's handlers as the latter blabbered on in response to questions he was not actually asked at a photo op which he turned into an impromptu presser:

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau chimed in, saying: “He was late because he takes a 40-minute press conference......You just watched his team’s jaws drop to the floor,” Mr. Trudeau added, according to the video of the conversation,
Needless to say, this immediately triggered knowing tut-tutting among the MSM about how the D0nald was again besmirching his great office and undermining America's prestige among the lesser peoples of the planet. As globalist talking head Ian Bremmer put it,

This happens at every NATO summit with Trump. Every G7. Every G20. The US President is mocked by US allies behind his back.
Well, we say, hurrah!

The Donald was actually doing his job as the Great Disrupter---the only positive thing that can possibly result from his ill-starred presidency. And in this instance he was further undermining the scam of Washington propagated multilateralism----an essential step if the costly and destructive projects of the Empire are to ever be stopped.

When Mr. Bremmer cited the above constellation of forums---NATO, G7, G20---the implication was that these are legitimate and weighty international institutions that require utmost respect, deference and support from the US President as leader of the so-called Free World.

No, they are not. These forums are Washington fostered fig leaves designed to legitimize and provide "multilateral" sanction for the Empire's projects of global hegemony. Indeed, they are actually the vital glue which cements the bipartisan consensus in favor of Washington's interventionist foreign policy.
That is to say, the liberal and progressive Dems, especially, would be reluctant to embrace baldly unilateralist forays by America's military, political and economic policy tentacles into virtually every corner of the global map. But if done with "allies", bought and paid for or not, in the name of peacekeeping, stability and the "rule of law", well, that's a far more agreeable and acceptable kettle of fish.

Needless to say, this multilateralist scam originated during the Cold War when there was at least a modicum of justification for the Empire's imperial pretensions. But after the Berlin Wall fell in 1989 and the Soviet Union shuffled off the pages of history shortly thereafter, there was really nothing at risk----and no need for NATO or the G-5, G-8, G-7, G-20 et. al., and that's to say nothing of positively destructive multilateral organizations like the IMF.

Yet it was at that very juncture that George Bush the Elder and his Deep State advisors confected an even more egregious form of multilaterism that they were pleased to call the "Coalition of the Willing".

The latter was assembled from a motley collection of foot-dragging European and middle eastern nations in order to legitimize Washington's absolutely pointless dispatch of 500,000 US troops into the surrounds of the Persian Gulf. The purpose, of course, was to impose a "rule of law" settlement upon an utterly irrelevant spate between the Emir of Kuwait and Saddam Hussein over the former's slant drilling into the Rumalia oilfield which straddles the border of these two concoctions of World War 1 era European map-drawers.

To be sure, the so-called First Gulf War made little sense even then. It essentially stemmed from the personal pique of Bush the Elder at Saddam's failure to heed his commands. And from the perspective of 28 years later, it made no sense at all.
For crying out loud, Kuwait isn't even a real country. It's a decent sized bank account atop some fairly prolific oilfields---the borders of which were drawn by the British foreign office in 1913 for obscure reasons that were long ago lost in the fog of history.

Likewise, the chaotic and bloody demise of Saddam's jerry-built rule of "Iraq" by the sword and the spoils of oil prove, if nothing else, that Messrs. Sikes and Picot of the British and French foreign offices, respectively, had no idea what they were doing.

That is, when the carved up the Ottoman Empire in 1916, decreeing that the Sunni, Shiite and Kurds would henceforth make nice within a national fraternity that had no ethnic, political or religious coagulants and do so inside of borders than no one recognized and which had no historical roots whatsoever.

Stated differently, Bush the Elder assembled the Coalition of the Willing for no purpose that could better the plight of the impacted middle eastern peoples. Indeed, the major Arab participants in the Coalition---Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar---had no more noble aim then to get back the billions they had foolishly loaned to Saddam Hussein to prosecute his failed war against Iran.

Nor did it have anything to do with America's homeland security. Saddam was obviously no military threat to America or Europe for that matter. And history---both long before and ever since--proved that whoever controls the oil fields will produce as much as they can in order to fund the arms and alms by which middle eastern potentates rule---regardless of political, religious or ideological orientation---rule their nations.

What the first Gulf War actually accomplished, however, was far more nefarious. It put 500,000 pairs of western boots on the purported holy sands of Arabia, thereby turning Osama bin-Laden from America's  leading mercenary jihadist warrior in Afghanistan to its worst nightmare.

That paved the way for the al-Qaeda attacks first on American outposts in the Middle East and then the atrocities of 9/11 and the misbegotten War on Terrorism which followed.

But here's the thing. Without this seminal episode of post-cold war multilateralism----the Bush Coalition of the Willing---there likely would have been no Gulf War 1.0. Without that fig leaf of international sanction, Bush the Elder---a weak-spinned pragmatist to the core---would not have sent an American war armada to the Persian Gulf all by Washington's lonesome.

Instead, he would have found a face saving retreat from his foolish threat to Saddam that "this aggression will not stand". Accordingly, what was actually an utterly irrelevant dispute between the Emir of Kuwait and Saddam would have been adjudicated by the Arab League, the UN or some other forum of ad-hocery, and the Saudis and the other sheikdoms would have settled their financial claims on Baghdad for cents on the dollar.

More importantly, the grievance that inflamed the Osama bin-Laden and his Saudi jihadist--American troops bivouacked in Saudi Arabia--- would not have materialized.

Likewise, there would have been 
· no war of attribution against Iraq in the 1990s, 
· no mobilization of al-Qaeda in response, no 9/11, 
· no attempt to accomplish in the Afghan Hindu Kush what Alexander the Great and all would be conquerors who followed failed at, and 
· no calamity of Gulf War 2.0 and resulting regional mayhem that has turned Iraq, Syria, Libya and Yemen into shambles and hotbeds of anti-American vengeance.

In short, it was multilateralism which enabled the reprise of Empire after the end of the cold war eliminated the need for Washington's vast machinery of war and dominion over the fairest part of the earth; and it was the chronic willingness of foreign "allies", ranging from the militarily modest to the feeble, to provide a fig leaf of cover and sanction for Washington's imperial ventures that fueled the rise of the bipartisan War Party on the banks of the Potomac.

Consequently, Imperial Washington has now become a near monolithic menace to the peace and security of the planet. For instance, yesterday the US House voted 407-1 in favor of sanctions on China owing to its maltreatment of its Muslim Uighur minority.

Sure, every gas-bagging politician in Washington should be free either individually or collectively to condemn oppression anywhere on the planet, including here at home. But the above mentioned resolution is not an expression of sentiment; it is a command to the President to impose economic sanctions on China and its top officials, including members of its ruling Politburo.

Nor is this an isolated matter. Washington is now conducting economic war on a global basis. It has imposed sanctions on more than three dozen countries, some of which, such as those on Iran, are so harsh and all-encompassing as to be virtually destroying the impacted economies and societies; and there is also upwards of 1 million foreign citizens-- both government officials and private individuals---on the so-called Specially Designated Nationals (SDN) list, who may be arrested and have their assets confiscated if they essentially travel outside of their home countries.

Still, the Achilles Heel of the Imperial City is the pretense of global leadership and multi-lateral blessing for what amounts to a rogue regime of superpower hegemony. And it is that predicate that the Great Disrupter is doing his very best---wittingly or otherwise---to destroy.

So this time they were smirking in a small circle in the reception room of Buckingham Palace. But hopefully next time Washington invites its allies to join a war the world does not need---such as the brutal economic war now being conducted against Iran---it will find itself supported by a Coalition of None.

If so, the Donald will have accomplished the only real purpose for his ascension to the Oval Office.

